
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to BEDCôs 2009 year-end activity report outlining the activities conducted through our mission of assisting 
business, ICI (industrial, commercial institutional) development and economic activity for Burlington. 
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2009 YEAR-END ACTIVITY REPORT 

BURLINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (BEDC) 

BEDC ANNOUNCES 2010 ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 

Burlington Economic Development Corporation (BEDC) recently announced the 2010 
Entrepreneur of the Year.  This award honours an individual that has built a successful 
globally engaged company in Burlington, reflects entrepreneurship through their 
companies and venture capital investments; and has given back to the community. 
 
¢ƘŜ .95/ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ aǊΦ aǳǊǊŀȅ IƻƎŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΦ  !ǎ 
the Founder, President and CEO of the Pioneer Group, Murray Hogarth opened the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ Dŀǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфрсΦ  IŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
independent gasoline chain, becoming a national business leader.  Mr. Hogarth 
continues to be a dedicated volunteer and philanthropist who is committed to helping 
the City and people of Burlington. 
 
The Entrepreneur of the Year Award has been created to recognize individuals who 
have demonstrated business excellence.  The Entrepreneur Hall of Fame was 
introduced in Burlington in 2005 by the BEDC.  Previous inductees include Harry 
Voortman, Mark Chamberlain, Michael Lee Chin, Michael DeGroote Senior, and Ron 
Joyce. 
 
Mr. Hogarth will officially be inducted into the Entrepreneur Hall of Fame at BEDCΩǎ 
Annual Signature dinner, being held on June 10, 2010 at the Burlington Convention 
Centre. 

 

NEXT GENERATION MANUFACTURING PROJECT 

In the summer of 2009, BEDC launched its 2010 Next Generation Manufacturing Project. 
The project, which is funded in part by the Ontario Ministry of Training Colleges and 
Universities, is designed to assist .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 
and opportunities presented by a paradigƳ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  ¢he 2010 Next 
Generation Manufacturing Strategy will identify and implement priority projects that 
improve collaboration between businesses and facilitate rapid adoption of new business 
methods. 
 

Since commencing this project, BEDC has completed a research and consultation process, 
ensuring the engagement of our existing manufacturers.  In November 2009, BEDC held an 
interactive workshop to facilitate input from local manufacturers.  This event was well 
attended by over 20 manufacturers and is helping to shape the proposed strategy, which is 
due for completion by May 2010. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW: 
 

Burlington is home 
to 510 

manufacturing 
companies, 

employing almost 
15,000 people! 



Industrial Market Space (Sq. Ft.) - Burlington ending Dec 31, 2009 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2006 Census Data:  

Population 164,415 

Change from 2001 Census ą 9% 

Median Age of Population 40.3 

Experienced Labour Force 91,730 

Post-Secondary Education 57% 

   

2009 Indicators:  

New Businesses 66 

Business Expansions 28 

New Employees (Total # Jobs) 577 
  

New Commercial Sq. Ft. 204,217 

New Industrial Sq. Ft. 24,535 

Renovated Commercial Sq. Ft. 638,944 

Renovated Industrial Sq. Ft. 338,494 

  

2009 Permits Issued: Number Value $ 
Commercial 264 56,757,549 

Industrial 61 13,771,100 

Institutional 46 60,361,375 

Residential 756 164,381,653 

Total 1,127 295,271,677 
Source: BEDC research; City of Burlington Building Department, 2009; Statistics Canada 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Office 
Inventory 

(sf) 

Vacancy 
Space (sf) 

YTD 
Absorption 

Av. Taxes/ Op. 
Costs (psf) 

Class Av. Lease  
Net Price (Q4) 

4,235,384 272,638 (125,240) $9.00 A $17.13 

    B $12.39 

    C $10.38 
Source: Colliers International, 2009 Q4 Market Information 
TMI ς Taxes, Maintenance & Insurance 

Total Inventory 
(sf) 

Total Vacancy 
(%) 

YTD 
Absorption 

Average Land 
Price (per acre) 

Sale Price 
(psf) 

Lease Price (psf) TMI (psf) 

18,786,397 10.2% 399,014 $450,000 $63.22 $5.14 $3.00 
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BURLINGTON MARKET & ICI OVERVIEW: 

Reflective of the economic conditions, construction of new industrial & commercial space declined to 228,752 sq. ft. 
during 2009 

Commercial Market Space (Sq. Ft.) - Burlington ending Dec 31, 2009  
 

 



BUSINESS INVESTMENT HIGHLIGHTS:  

Over 41% of Burlington companies surveyed noted they plan to expand within 3 years 

 

 
 
 
 

  

New Business  Announcements  
 

Company Name  Employees Address 

Aventix 10 4350 Mainway 

BDO Financial Services 110 3115 Harvester Road 

 
 

Groundbreakings  
 

Company Name  Description Sq. Ft. Address 

Burlington Performing Arts Centre Institutional 68,000 440 Locust Street 

McMaster University ς DeGroote 
School of Business 

Institutional 90,000 4350 South Service Road 

 
 

Business Expansions  & Relocations : 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Company Name  Address 

Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd 5180 South Service Road 

Clover Road 2477 Glenwood School Drive 

Cogeco Cable Canada 970 Syscon Road 

Pioneer Group 1122 International Boulevard 

Roseland Produce 1827 Ironstone Drive 

Shaklee Canada 3100 Harvester Road 
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Cogent Power ς Recognized by the Association of Manufacturing 
Excellence (AME) 2009 with the Canadian Regional Excellence Award for 
achieving high levels of enterprise excellence over the past 3 years. 

 

Westlake Industries ς Ranked 12th ƛƴ tǊƻŦƛǘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ Iƻǘ рл 
Emerging Growth Companies, 2009 

 

Great Lakes Scenic Studios ς Chosen to design and transform the cab 
and chassis from two of Coca-/ƻƭŀΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘȅōǊƛŘ-electric delivery 
trucks into their Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay celebration 
vehicles that will be travelling the 45,000 km trek through the Canada.  

 



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ó  
 

 

BUSINESS UPDATE:  
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Over the last year the global economic climate has forced business leaders to reshape and refocus their business models 
ς both to survive, and to thrive.  We are pleased to report that many Burlington firms have chosen to use these  
economic challenges to develop new opportunities.  We have many success stories locally of companies utilizing these 
times to implement new product lines or expanding into new markets.  Some local examples include: 
 
 L3 Communications Wescam has recently been selected by The Boeing Company to supply fifteen digital electro-optical 
and infrared (EO/IR) imaging sensors for the Canadian Medium-Heavy Lift Helicopter program. The MX-15 EO/IR imaging 
turrets will be delivered to Boeing between the years 2011-нлмпΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ CƻǊŎŜǎΩ ƴŜǿƭȅ 
acquired Chinook Helicopters.   This is set to enhance overall mission capability, providing immediate situational 
awareness when Chinook transport missions are underway. 

 
As reported in our Mid-Year report, Eco Waste Solutions landed the winning contract to supply the North American 
Treaty Organization (NATO) with four environmentally-responsible mobile waste incinerator systems.  The first of these 
incinerators has since been built and dispatched from the Burlington location. 
 
Eco Waste Solutions were also awarded the prestigious Deloitte Technology Green 15TM Award in 2009.  This award was 
created to recognize companies who have achieved major breakthroughs in green technology.  Congratulations to the 
Eco Waste Solutions team for this! 
 
In 2009, Siemens Canada on Appleby Line introduced a new product line known as TIASTAR Motor Control Centres 
(MCC).  This product will be used in commercial building applications and is manufactured at their expanding Appleby 
Line location.  This has created more than 50 new engineering and production jobs in the community, and their hope is 
to further enhance this in the future. 
 
 BEDC INITIATIVES:  

Investment Attraction: 
BEDC is planning to increase its investment attraction presence in the global marketplace, expanding the reach of the 
Burlington brand and communicating our attraction message to a wider, targeted, business audience. Jointly funded 
by BEDC and the ICCI program, administered by the Department of Foreign Affairs & International Trade, BEDC 
commissioned the development of an Investment Attraction Strategy for Burlington. 
 
The Investment Attraction Strategy is now finalized, and its vision builds on the unique competitive advantage 
Burlington has to offer both new and exciting companies.  To view the Executive Summary of this report, please click 
here. 
 

Brownfields:   
To remove a potential barrier with respect to meeting our growth targets, BEDC and the City of Burlington are 
currently developing an incentive program to assist in the reclamation of contaminated sites.  Municipalities can offer 
financial assistance when brownfield remediation is undertaken in conjunction with development or redevelopment of 
employment uses. The financial assistance is based upon the municipal tax increment derived over the increase in 
value of the property due to the investment. Tax assistance would be provided in the form of a cancellation of all or a 
portion of the municipal tax increment. 
 
To date, BEDC and the City of Burlington are developing a Community Improvement Plan, and hope to hold public 
consultation meetings in Spring 2010.  It is anticipated that this incentive program will be in place by summer 2010. 
 

Site Selection Tool: 
To assist our real estate and development partners in facilitating growth opportunities in the community, BEDC has 
launched an online site selection tool.  Current Burlington ICI listings can be viewed here.  If you are interested on 
posting your listing on this site, please contact Ian Cameron. 
 

http://www.bedc.ca/en/resources/BEDCExecutiveSummary-FINAL.pdf
http://www.espacelistings.com/results.asp?state=Ontarion&property_group=Show%20all&property_group_id=0&cext=asp&property_group_name=Show%20all&state_id=62&state_name=Ontario&client=burlington_edc&firsttime=1&tva_com=3215&language=english&clientcenter=cente
mailto:cameroni@burlington.ca?subject=Year%20End%20-%20Site%20Selection%20Listing


 
 
 

BEDC events held in 2009 attracted around 2,700 attendees; an 11% increase over 2008 events!  These events included: 
н 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ CƻǊŜŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎΣ п aŀȅƻǊΩǎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴǎΣ ŀ Ƨƻōǎ.ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΦŎŀ Wƻō CŀƛǊΣ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
Annual Signature Dinner & Entrepreneur Hall of Fame Awards.  
  

This year, BEDC will once again offer a suite of events to engage business-to-business activities in our community.  As we 
embark on 2010, the Burlington Economic Development Corporation has developed a four-part speaker series designed 
to guide, inspire, and assist your company through the recovering economic climate.   
 
aŀȅƻǊΩǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴΥ [Ŝŀƴ ϧ aŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ - Part 1 
Mr. Mark Evans, Senior Technology Reporter, The National Post 
Thursday, February 4, 2010 ς 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Burlington Convention Centre, 1120 Burloak Drive, Burlington 
 
aŀȅƻǊΩǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Luncheon: Lean & Meaningful - Part 2 
Mr. Ken Tencer, CEO, Spyder Works Inc. 
Thursday, April 1, 2010 ς 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
Burlington Convention Centre, 1120 Burloak Drive, Burlington 

Other Upcoming BEDC Events Include: 
 

Economic Forecasting Breakfast 
Peter Hall, Chief Economist, Export Development Canada 

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 ς 7.30 am to 9.30 am 
Location: Burlington Holiday Inn & Conference Centre 

 
BEDC Signature Event 

Keynote Speaker: Amanda Lang, Senior Business Correspondent, CBC News 
2010 Entrepreneur of the Year: Murray Hogarth, CEO, Pioneer Petroleums 

Thursday, June 10, 2010 ς 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm 
Burlington Convention Centre, 1120 Burloak Drive, Burlington 

 

To register for any of these events, or to get more information, please visit www.bedc.ca 
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 BUSINESS TO BUSINESS ACTIVITIES 

BEDC SPONSORSHIP & INVESTOR OPPORTUNITIES 

Are you looking to gain more exposure for your company in Burlington? 
 

Companies in search ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ Ǝŀƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ .ǳǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ .95/Ωǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

 BEDC is dedicated to offering comprehensive sponsorship and investment opportunities to companies by developing 

networking events tailored to meet the needs of different audiences including: the local business community, 

government partners and the real estate and development community. 
 

For more information on Sponsorship Program, please contact Jackie Isada on 905.332.9415 Ext. 7251 or email Jackie. 

 

http://www.bedc.ca/
mailto:isadaj@burlington.ca?subject=Partnership%20Opportunity


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEDCôs Mission Statement: 

ñTo promote a healthy business 

environment and prosperous 

community by facilitating 

opportunities for economic growthò 

 

BURLINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (BEDC) 

414 Locust Street, Suite 203 

Burlington, ON 

L7S 1T7 

414 Locust Street, Suite 203 

Burlington, ON 

L7S 1T7 

414 Locust Street, Suite 203  
Burlington, ON  
L7S 1T7 
 
Phone: 905-332-9415 
Fax: 905-332-7829 
Email: bedc@burlington.ca 
Web: www.bedc.ca and www.jobsBurlington.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF CONTACTS:  

Kyle Benham, Executive Director 
 

Jackie Isada, Senior Economic Development Officer 
 

Ian Cameron, Senior Economic Development Officer 
 

Gillian Sheldon, Economic Development Officer 
 

Angela Arnone, Marketing Coordinator 
 

Toni Wells ï Project Manager, Next Generation Manufacturing 
 

Melissa Gibbins, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 

mailto:bedc@burlington.ca
http://www.bedc.ca/
http://www.jobsburlington.ca/
mailto:benhamk@burlington.ca
mailto:isadaj@burlington.ca
mailto:cameroni@burlington.ca
mailto:sheldong@burlington.ca
mailto:arnonea@burlington.ca
mailto:wellst@burlington.ca?subject=Next%20Generation%20Manufacturing
mailto:gibbinsm@burlington.ca

